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You have been sent this e-mail because you are a customer or because we 
think you may be interested in our news. If you do not wish to receive our 
news, simply reply to jagworld1@aol.com with the word 'Unsubscribe' as the 
Subject line.

In this Newsletter:

Comment on the C-X75, a new E-type book, updates on our own books 
including forthcoming titles on XJ13 and XK 120, Ian Cooling's Auction and 
ruminations on Jaguars for 2012 and beyond.

It's been rather a long time since the last Newsletter but things have been 
hectic recently what with several new books under preparation. At least there 
is quite a lot to talk about, as much has happened over the past few months, 
especially at Jaguar! 

C-X75

On 6 May, Jaguar announced plans for the series production of the petrol-
electric C-X75. This was unexpected by most of us, and I for one had regarded 
this 200mph mid-engined supercar as purely a concept, and one that had done 
its job very well in literally showcasing Jaguar's hybrid technology.

Of course, there are direct parallels between C-X75 and the 1988 XJ220, as the 
earlier car was also first shown as a concept then re-engineered for production. 
In this context I note that Jaguar's press release on C-X75 proclaims very early 
on that the production car will be “true to concept”, because the production 
XJ220 departed in many important areas from the original - especially in terms 
of the power unit, which went from a four-cam V12 to a compact turbocharged 
V6. 

Having followed the design and build of the production XJ220, and driven one 
of Jaguar's press demonstrators at the time, it seems that I may now look 
forward to the unexpected opportunity of one day getting behind the wheel of 
this entirely new Jaguar supercar. Just as XJ220 was built by a racing 
organisation (essentially it was Tom Walkinshaw Racing which made it happen, 
even if the car was built by a new company, XJ220 Ltd), so too will the 
production C-X75 be, in this instance, by Williams F1. This is a fascinating tie-
up and I am sure the result will be a world-class car.

Incidentally, how the original 'concept' XJ220 became reality, and how it was 
built, are themes I am exploring in a feature which will appear in Jaguar World 
Monthly out 10 June in the UK.
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XJ13 – the book!

The direct ancestor of both XJ220 and the C-X75 is Jaguar's first mid-engined 
car, the XJ13 (disregarding the G-type, an earlier competition car that never 
reached running prototype stage). XJ13 was intended to take Jaguar back to 
Le Mans in 1966 or 1967, but in the end never turned a wheel in anger. 
Brought out of its (secret) retirement in 1971 to make a film for the new V12 
E-type's announcement, it was famously crashed by test development driver 
Norman Dewis, but was fortunately rebuilt after Sir William Lyons had retired, 
and reappeared in its present form at the British Grand Prix in July 1973.

Ever since, this car has fascinated enthusiasts and is now the unchallenged 
star of the Jaguar Heritage collection. It has appeared at Le Mans several 
times, and been displayed at Pebble Beach in California. No-one who has heard 
it can forget the fabulous noise of its 5.0 litre four-cam V12 engine. 

Now, one of the men who took part in building XJ13 in the mid-1960s has set 
down the full story of this car, right from the original concept through its 
design, build, testing and eventual restoration. A vital part of the car's history 
is the engine which powers it – the original Heynes/Baily four overhead 
camshaft V12 which was so different from the 'flat head' V12 which eventually 
made it into production in 1971. The design and development of this engine is 
also told for the first time, including a full specification and history of each of 
the half dozen or so units completed. 

The author is Peter Wilson, whose name will be familiar to many of you who 
purchased his first book, Cat out of the Bag. Peter worked in Jaguar's 
competition department at the time and so is uniquely placed to tell the story 
of XJ13. The book is now in the design stage, and we will have copies available 
in the autumn. I will keep you abreast of news, but if you would like to, by all 
means e-mail me to express your interest. Many have done so already.

Ultimate E-type – the Competition Cars 

From time to time we offer outstanding books from publishers other than 
ourselves, and anyone interested in the E-type Jaguar really can't afford not to 
have this latest work from expert historian Philip Porter. Its beautifully 
presented 528 pages tell the full story of the 12 Lightweight E-types in 
amazing detail, and also how the E-type itself evolved, covering such as E2A 
and the non-lightweight and low-drag race cars. There's a huge amount of new 
information, gathered from fresh research and from some 200 interviews that 
Philip has conducted over the years – many just for this book. There are over 
700 colour/mono illustrations, a good proportion of which will be new to even 
the most widely-read Jaguar enthusiast. 

The list price of the book is GBP120, and we are selling it at the same 
introductory price as the publishers, which is GBP95 delivered (UK mainland 
only). There is also hand-bound Moroccan leather signed edition of 150 at 
GBP450 including UK mainland delivery, and we have sold several already, so 



this may well become a sell-out. See our website for more details and overseas 
purchases. 

Later in the year Philip is promising that a much-revised new edition of his 
mega-book on E-types will be published – E-type: The Definitive History. 
Watch our website for updates.

All about the Jaguar E-type

A good point to mention our own E-type book, which is a collection of the best 
E-type material from Jaguar Quarterly and Jaguar World magazine. These are 
truly fascinating and unique articles on the E-type written by former Jaguar 
people and E-type experts, including Lofty England, Roger Woodley, Philip 
Porter, Jim Patten and myself. 

There's also new material on brochures and advertisements compiled with the 
assistance of Tony Bailey and Ian Cooling, while of particular interest to 
restorers of early E-types will be the reprinted multi-episode series we did on 
the restoration of both the 1961 'Geneva' launch demonstrators, 9600 HP and 
77 RW. Apart from this, all models are covered including much on the V12, so 
all in all this book is a very comprehensive round-up of E-type material which 
should give many happy hours of browsing. Softbound, it's A4 format and runs 
to 314 pages. The price is GBP29 delivered (UK mainland). As always, see our 
website for more details including on overseas mailing.

A Passion for Speed

Written by David Abecassis, the son of racing driver and HWM co-founder 
George Abecassis, we published this book late last year and it has gathered 
some amazingly complimentary reviews and comments. Probably the one I am 
most appreciative of comes from one of the top motoring historians of today, 
no less a person than Doug Nye. As a fellow author he fully appreciates the 
depth and scope of David's researches and commented on the Atlas F1 Forum: 

“David's book on his father is an absolute gem - not only jam-packed with new 
information and insight but a fine read and a superb production by his  
publisher. I very, very, very highly recommend it.”

That's a great accolade for the author, and one for my own scrap-book! For full 
details of the book visit the website, but I need to say that stocks are now 
down to double figures only and we do not intend to re-print. I agree that at 
GBP65 it is not cheap, but quality is never inexpensive, and David let slip to 
me the other day that the photo budget (of which we the publishers only bore 
part) actually went to some GBP15,000... So in my view, you get your money's 
worth for the superb period photography alone. I don't like to make predictions 
but when this book goes out of print, I am fairly certain its value will rise as 
people realise what a “gem” they have missed.



Jaguar XK 140 Explored

One reviewer of this book described the author Bernard Viart as “mad”! He 
meant in the nicest possible way, and if you have seen a copy of it you will 
know what he means. This is because to produce this exhaustive examination 
of the XK 140, Bernard dismantled whole cars and sub-assemblies, 
photographed virtually every single item down almost to the last, nut, bolt and 
rivet, and then drew them. The result is several thousand individual annotated 
drawings, all, I would add, verified and augmented by Roger Payne who is one 
of the world's leading authorities on the car. 

I really think that this book could have a positive effect on the XK 140 in the 
market place, for the simple reason that it now makes it much more sensible 
to buy an incomplete or dismantled car – because by referring to the Plates, 
you can now assess exactly what's missing, what's not original, and determine 
where and how a heap of dismantled parts should be reassembled to make a 
car. So a parts-car or basket-case suddenly becomes a lot more attractive. 
And, of course, the book also helps you to judge the originality of a complete 
car that you might be interested in buying. 

Jaguar XK 120 Explored

Yes, Bernard Viart has returned to his camera and computer, and is now two-
thirds of the way through completing a follow-up book, this being on the XK 
140's predecessor! This will be an even more detailed and extraordinary 
treatise, expanding on the graphic and successful formula he established with 
XK 140 Explored. It begins with the aluminium-bodied cars and goes all the 
way through the range, open two-seater, fixedhead and drophead, standard 
and Special Equipment. We intend to publish this book in the latter part of next 
year, and if you wish to express your interest in obtaining an early copy, please 
send me an e-mail and we will keep you informed. 

Norman's travels

Former chief test development engineer at Jaguar, Norman Dewis, played a 
major role in the practical testing of the later XK 120s, along with many other 
Jaguars including XK 120, XK 140, E-type and XJ13 - although it was after the 
latter car had been sidelined as an official project that he had his famous 
accident with it in 1971. 

As I write this, Norman (in his 91st year) has not long returned from the 
United States where once again he took part in the C- and D-type Tour 
organised by restorer Terry Larson in Arizona. Within almost days of returning 
to the UK, Norman was in Scotland giving a talk, then back home briefly to 
Church Stretton in Shropshire, before he was off again, this time to Hull with 
Graham Searle, general secretary of the Jaguar Enthusiasts' Club, to give 
another address. He has now just returned from Denmark, where he again 
spoke to a gathering of enthusiasts at the Sommer Automobile Museum. 



On Sunday, 12 June Norman is attending an event a little nearer home, at 
Coventry Airport for what sounds like a very pleasant and interest event 
which the Jaguar Enthusiasts' Club are holding in conjunction with Airbase, an 
organisation which maintains and flies old aircraft. Hundreds of Jaguars are 
expected and there's the added opportunity of flights in such as a Rapide or 
Dakota. For full details visit http://www.classicflight.com/Jaguar. 

A few days later and Norman's off to Switzerland, where in fact I will be joining 
him to take part in the Jaguar Drivers' Club of Switzerland's E-type 50th 
celebration and tour. I don't think I've been to the country since I used to 
cover the Geneva Motor Show in the 1960s and 70s, so it will be interesting to 
see how it has changed! 

Back in the UK, Norman will be attending the huge Silverstone Classic over 
the weekend of 22-24 July, with the programme including rounds of the new 
all-E-type race series (which actually kicks-off at Brands Hatch shortly). There 
will also be a hoped-for 1,000+ E-types celebrating the car's 50th birthday, 
which should be a spectacular sight. All the major Jaguar clubs will be 
represented including the E-type Club, JDC and JEC. Sir William Lyons' 
youngest daughter Mrs Mary Rimell has expressed an interest in coming (she 
remembers riding in a very early E-type just after the car was launched) and 
she will be hosted by the JEC – and escorted by Norman, no doubt! We are 
also hoping to entice Bob Berry to come, as he played such an important role 
in the launch of the E-type back in 1961. 

Later in the year, Norman will be at Sandown Park near Esher, Surrey on 3 
September for a Jaguar-orientated Toy Fair. This is something a bit 
different, and is being supported by Bonhams and such as Classic Motor Cars 
of Bridgnorth who may bring their superbly rebuilt Linder/Nocker low-drag E-
type for display. The main feature, of course, are the many stalls selling toys 
and scale models – just the place to find Jaguar models. Paul Skilleter Books 
will be present so come and meet Norman and myself for a chat! 

And yes – this is also serves as a reminder that the book on Norman's career 
at Jaguar is still available and selling strongly. If you want the unique behind-
the-scenes story on how many key Jaguars were developed – the XK series, C- 
and D-type, Mk 1 & 2, E-type (especially relevant this year), XJ6 etc – then 
you will find this book informative and entertaining. Stocks of the fourth 
printing are getting low and while I think we'll reprint once again, it isn't 
absolutely certain... 

New Jaguars – the future gets nearer!

Not long before this Newsletter was compiled Jaguar released details of its 
2012 range. Highlights include revisions to what they now call the 'compact' XF 
saloon; apart from a new look given by some XJ styling features, very 
significant is the inclusion of the four-cylinder 2.2 litre turbo-diesel engine in 
the line up, giving the XF a 50mpg potential. It also does 0-62mph in 8.5 
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seconds, about what the 1957 3.4 'Mk 1' saloon used to return, reminding me 
that development engineer Bob Knight always used to say that Jaguar saloon 
performance never changed! 

It might be thought that a four-cylinder Jaguar is a lesser beast than one 
powered by a 'six' or a V8, but it should be remembered that in the late 1930s 
and during the immediate post-war period, the best-selling Jaguar saloon of all 
was the four-cylinder '1 ½ litre' model... That didn't harm the brand and I 
wouldn't be surprised if the 2.2 XF becomes the best-selling Jaguar in the UK 
and Europe. 

What isn't in the press release are the possible new Jaguars which are being 
predicted by such as Autocar and Auto Express. The 'productionised' so-called 
F-type (the small affordable sports car in the E-type mould) has now been 
joined in Jaguar's future-model plans, it is said, by a new small sporting saloon 
which will be effectively a replacement for the now-departed X-TYPE. More 
radical are a sports cross-over and even a BMW 1-Series hatchback... In the 
short-term, rumours of an estate (wagon) version of the XF persist and I 
wouldn't be surprised to see the concept, at least, revealed on Jaguar's stand 
at a motor show within the next few months.

You don't have to browse the internet for long to find out about such 
possibilities, and this keen interest in Jaguar's future is all very healthy: while 
some of the areas which the company may now venture into will displease the 
traditionalists, Jaguar has to make the best use of its assets, and of the 
potential offered by the huge new markets opening up in such as China, India 
and Russia. 

Ian Cooling's Jaguar Automobilia Auction imminent! 

Ian Cooling's long-awaited Jaguar automobilia auction is scheduled to go live in 
the week commencing 23 May - the online catalogue (you can bid online) is 
just having its final tweaks. A preview is already available on his website at 
http://www.jaguarautomobilia.com.

There are currently no less than 1,350 entries with more to come, ranging 
from the star item - the original, fully-documented Gordon Crosby 'leaper' - 
through numerous Swallow, SS and Jaguar brochures and mascots, many 
photographs (including a unique collection of 174 lots from former Jaguar 
photographer Colin Wrigley from the 1940s and 1950s) and artefacts such as a 
restored E-type pedal car and a collection of 1960's E-type scale model kits. 
Even some XJ220 race car bits!

The catalogue will be available in various formats, including pdf format for 
downloading, and a printed version is expected shortly after and  that can be 
ordered from the website. Even if you are not intending to buy anything, 
browsing the catalogue will prove fascinating, I'm sure - and it makes a 
fantastic reference item for a collector's bookshelf.
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"I remember it well ..."

Or some of it at least. Having read the “my story” part of our website, it has 
been suggested that I ought to write my memoirs of 45 years in the motoring 
(and Jaguar) world. Well, three people have, and four more have asked me not 
to (two via their solicitors, one of which has threatened a super injunction). 
No, I jest – the book would stick with my motoring memories, mainstreaming 
(naturally) on Jaguar. I must admit it would be fun to do, but as it probably 
would not be very commercial I doubt if I'll get round to anything like it for a 
year or two yet. We'll see...

Enjoy your summer motoring in your Swallow, SS or Jaguar!

Paul Skilleter 
Barton-on-Sea
May 2011
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